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INFANT BAPTISM ALONE ORTHODOX. 

AN ADDRESS. 

PREFACE, 

My Dear Parishioners, 

It being my duty to endeavour to preserve you 
in the way of truth and unity : (since ''there is one 
body, and one spirit, even as ye are called in one 
hope of your calling, one Lord, one Faith^ one 
Baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in you all:) I feel myself 
called upon at this time to write you this Address. 
And for this reason : that if any of you should be 
induced to read a Book, enf itled *' Christian Bap- 
tism Explained," now advertised for sale at thi9 
Station, and pressed upon you from door to door, 
you may, if you desire it, have the opportunity of 
hearing both sides of the question. *^ For if a man 
think himself to be something when he is nothings 
he deceiveth himself. But let every man orove his 
-^tvn work ; and then shall he have rejoicing in, 
himself alone, and not in another." 

CHAPTER 1, 

OF THE ERRORS OF THE BAPTISTS. 

The main errors of the Baptists lie in these 
five particulars. 

1. They cannot see the o^if/tf^^ of the ever- 
lasting covenant, and iti seal in the Jewish and 
Christian Church. 
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3 Infant BaplUm 

3. THi^ cariho't *eB the eo^prikeHnventai of 
Christ's conimand, "Go ye, and make (/i«cip/», 
(as it 19 in (he Qreek,) of al) nations, Sec. 

3. Tliey cannot lee the natuft of Christ's 
Church, or tlie Lord's Vineyard. 

4. They cannot st€ AiX the coveaaat of grace 
u a dted »fgift. And, 

6. They cannot see the difference betirecD 
vegeneratioH and conversion, 

1. Tliey cannot see the onrness of^the ever* 
lasiin'g cdVeiiaht; because, fursobthj it cifotains 
hoth t^iiiiioral dbd eternal promisei-^blit iM^ jiiit 
launder nliat God li»tli joined tugethtir. Ldok lit 
Gen. 22 chap. 16, 17, 18, v. " Byttjfielf liftVfe I 
. inbrn, (vaith tlte Lord.) that io blt;i3ii!i'^ I Milt 
bless tliee, and iii multiplying I will itlolTi^ly tliy 
Seed, as the stars of tlie heaven, atid as the sSnd 
which is upon the sliure ; and thy ^eed «Bail p<«ss«M 
the gate of hia enemies :" (tenijidrdl priiniiSbi,) 
"and in thy se^d," namely, Christ accbrdihg tu 
ibe desli, " tbail dil the iiitioBs of tli« «arth be 
Kesse'd." ^d that the coflehatit is Aot dividta, 
put coibpt-izes boil.— Tlie seal of this ceV^- 
iiiatit, i^^n, Wii, a-s Jo^ cA'n se« throughoOt the 
whole bflhi 17 chap, tif Gen: ejrctemcijro«, tlie 
gi^hd i&yi, indeed, oflh^ <6ntirle visible Jewiirh 
Church : for the G^btiles Wert called " Vncircim- 
cision," in contradistinction: Eph. 2 chap. II, r. 
so also, " baptiW ia a sign of profession, and 
mark of 4f0'er^nce, whereby Christian men bo 
discerned from others tKat Ibe not christened.^' 
AlUeit, " 'is he is tiot a Jew, which is one oiilXrard- 
]y ; neither is that circumcision, which is outward 
in the flesh : but be is a Jew, which is one inward- 
ly ; liM ciFcuivlcisian is tliat df the heart, in tho 
ilpirit tiiia ntft 1h tie letter; nlfOSe prdise is nOt 
ol'ucD^ but of God} Roto. 3 L'btfp. 28, S9, t.Xo 



|te }s nat aphr^^ti^^, which is .oi^e ou^wa^<})y;: 
©either 13 <Jia,t b^ptJajm, ^jrbich }^ oixiw.9xi in tl^C 
fie^i ; but be is.^ phri9tjian..wbi,ch is 909 iqiyafdly f 
and bap:tiaiii is tb|it of ^lie Iieaf t, in t^e $pfrit^ 
and not in tbe letter ; whof e prf i^c is poi of pc.^, 
but of God, *' And the Scripture,' foreseeing that 
^God would justify Jthe beatben thro' faith preached 
l)efore th€ ^o^p^/ unto Abraham; sa^iog^, In thee 
iihaU Brll nations be blessed ; so then they, which 
be of faith^ are ble^iied with faithful Abraliam,? 
Gal. 3 chap, 8, 9, v. Yea, St. Peter declares, '* For 
Christ also hath once suffered tor sins^ tbe Xust 
lor the un^ust^ tHat He va\^A being us to God, 
Jbeing put la death in the flesk but quickened by 
lihe Spirit ; by which also He went £nd preached 
.unto the sptivits^ in prison ; which sometimes wera 
idisobedient,. when onee the long suffei^ing of God 
waited in tlus^ days of Jfoah, while <the ark was 
l^eparing,. whejrejn ^ew, that is, eight persons 
twere saved by water. The lika %ure whereunto 
even haptism doth also now save us (hot tha 
.putting away of (^e filth of ihe flesh, but the 
.answer of a good consciance towards God,) by 
ilhe resurrection oi* lesus Ghrist, 1 Epb. Schap. IS, 
as, 20, %\, v.— Who, ipdeed, was the Seed of 
the wo^an j)rruni5ed by the JLiord God Himself, 
when Adam fell : — Who was, in one wdrd> iliib 
Lamb alain from the foundation of the world. 

They cannot see that the Jewish and th« 
^Christian Church are thus but one and the same 
.visible Chorob in a continued succession, ih</ 
under different sacraments— -that circumcision wajf 
equivaleut to baptism, it being evidently spoke'ii 
of as such by Ghrist Himself, Ji>hn;7 chap. 22, V.— 
iiadlhat both ?ire the branches ^.oitks olive tret^ 
.uei^tioned in Rom. 11 chap. 17. V. rThe Je*s, 
are the natural branches of it. the Gew^vW >x^ 
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4 Infani Baptism 

ingrafted into it : and though the former are no'cr 
broken off, they will be again grafted in. Noi;ir 
the tree is etxer the same: therefore the two 
sacraments are one aivd the same : their spiritual 
signification and intention are alike. 

The objection^ which ther Baptists here make, 
saying, Then were all the women and female chiU 
dren excluded from this sacrament, is no^ objeetioa 
at all ; it rather strengthens our argument, in as 
much as they are spared the pain of a bloody 
sign, and the man's is reckoned unto them. For 
as man and wife are but one body, and the man 
is the head of the woman, his circumcision an- 
swered for both. '^ The woman was taken out 
of man; she was bone of his bones, and flesh 
of his flesh; and whether one member suflFers, all 
the members suffer with W 1 Cor. 12 chap. 26, v. 
But some people will argue perversely, whei» 
they are so determined, and desire to distinguish 
themselves from their neighbours for their ap* 
parent superior righteousness, like the Pharisees 
of old. But comfort yourselves. Brethren, with 
these words of St. Paul : ^^ For there must be 
also heresies among you, that they, whieh are 
approved, may be made manifest among you." 
1 Cor. 11 chap. 19, v« 

2. They cannot sec the comprehensiveness 
of Christ's command, when He said to His dis- 
€iples, '' all power is given unto Me in heaven 
nnd in earth ; Go ye, therefore, and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you." Mat. 28 chap. 18, 19, 20, y. 
Accordingly they went forth, and made disciples, 
or Christians, every where : and how ? first by bap- 
tizing them^ which is the sign of the covenant^ 
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and next by teacbing tbem tbe observance of th© 
commandments of Christ, which is the end and 
aim of it. Thus they baptized and taught all 
that professed a belief in Christ, together with 
their families, whether children or servants, as 
being part and parcel of themselves, and subject 
to their faith : such as ^' Lydia, and her house- 
hold ;" — " the Jailer and all his,"—* the household 
of Stephanas,** — and *" Lois, Eunice, and Timothy, 
grandmother, mother, and child ! — ^Yes, the chUd 
Timothy, for a child he must have been ; for St. 
Paul speaks of his youth 20 years after his 
christening. His family were discipled, A. D* 46— 
and in A, D. 66, St Paul writes to him thus : 
** (jet no man despise thy youth.^ Consult, I 
beseech you. Brethren, (and consult carefully,) 
the texts here referred to concerning Timothy, 
and compare the dates by looking at the margin of 
your Bibles, Acts, 14 chap. 6, 21, 22, v. 16 chap. 
1, V. 1 Tim. 4 chap. 12, v. 2 Tim. 1 chap. 6, v. 
*^ Paul and Barnabas, being used despitefully in 
Iconium, fled to Lystra, and there they preiiohed 
the gospel, early in the 46th year of our blessed 
Lord — they then went to Derbe and preached 
the £ospel to that city, when they returned again 
to Lyslra the sanie year, confirming the souls 
,of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue 
in the faijtii. In the beginning of the year 46 
Timothy was christened, and in the year 66 be 
was but a youth i now must not Timothy have 
been a child, in tijie year 46 ? And now let us 
examine, and see whom John himself baptized— 
he baptized all the people : *' Now when all the 
people were baptized, it came to pass, that JesCia 
also being baptized," &c. Luke, 3 chap. 21, v. 
It was John that baptized them, if you look at 
the preceding verse. ' What does *' all the people^'* 
according to Scripture, meau? SVv^SJl V ^^^ ^wv 



hy ap^allel teiU ? Tbeo turn to Joshua, 5 cBap^ 
j8, T* *' and M X^&W^ to pass^ when they had done 
{circumqising all the pjsopU, th$it they abode in 
iUeir can^^ tijl they were whole." Wer« childrea 
included in the term, " ftll fb^ people, "^ or wcr/B 
Ihey pot? They w^er^e : wherefore childr/tnm}^9i 
|;)ie,cQDsidered .part ^nd parcel of ** aljl the people*^ 
>wben John b^tiased, as we^ 9,9 when Joshuja 
cdrcuuio^sed— and fkey werst but hiere agaia the 
JBi^tists '^put aauuder wliat God bath joined 
tpge^thcr." We have, mor^jKe^r, the l^estimony of 
jiome af the Fathera: for Apil^ose speaks oif infant£u 
baptised ^by John IH Bapti^st ;: a,nd bo does^g- 
.gu^tin,. Your ,churcl^ therefore, rightly an.d duly 
{baptizes all the children of her i^eqAh^rs> n,Ott of 
course unto John'3 ;baptism^ for ai said S.t. Paul^ 
''John verily baptized with the bap.tisj;n of re- 
ipentapce, paying unto the people, ^that ihey should 
believe op £Um whiqh should c^me alter him^. 
that is, on Christ ^Jesus;" Acts jf9 chap. 4 v. 
.but she baptizes unto Cf^tisfs ficmtism. io wit, 
iin the name of the Father, and of tlie pox^, and 
of the Holy Ghost; and prj^s ,th8\t '^ ye, bciptg 
•thus regenerate^ and made the children of Gqd 
by adoption and grace, may daUy be re^newed .ty 
ifig Holy Spirit through opr liord Jesus Christ.'' 
Col. for Ohristpaas J^ay. J5o.w then canj he\p 
.pxpi:esaiiig deep regi:et' ths^t ih^re are some of 
your children now growing up, iWho ai*® uuco^e- 
.panted, disprivileged, and e.i;ppi|infiuniqate^ jnpt 
having been baptised ; who are aliens from ^he 
co.mmoB-wealth of Israel, ji^nd e^cjudj^d (rom the 
advantages of th^ freedojoa pf the city of pur 
Zion? 

" The SQul .of the pnciri^^amQised man-child 
ishallbe.cutofffrom bis people; he .hath broken 
My cpvfdnant/' naid God I0 Abraham, ,Gcn. i7 
ahap. 14, y. <Again *'^aith jthe X^ord Cod ; .no. 
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iftl'anger^ uncircuinciiled in h4ari, uar imoi^cum- 
cised io flesh, aball enter into Afy saoctuary.'^ 
Ez. 41 chap. 9, y. '^ For we ar6 the circumcisiou 
which warship 6od in the apirit, and rejoice ia 
Christ Jesus i** Phil. 3 chap. 3 v. ''In wham 
also ye are circamcised with the circumcisiou 
made without hands in putting off the body of 
the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christy 
buried with him in baptism** GoL 2 chap. IK 
12, V. *' Therefore we are buried with Him hj 
Baptism into death; that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
leather, eVen so we also should walk in newness 
of life/' Rom, 6 cliap. 4, v. So that, 1 repeat it, 
they disprivitege and excommunicate their children 
—cut them off (Vom their own people, — thereby 
keep tiiem out of God's sanotuary — bidder them 
from becoming ^^ the cirdoimiision, mad« without 
hands — i. e. the Bxrpti^m, by wliich 'tis subjects 
are bound '' to walk in oevThess of life '."-^^^Let 
me here specify some of the temporal disadvan- 
tages of the Uiibaptiz^d, youb^ silid old ; for sucb^ 
it concerns me to thii^k, thete are among as, tho^ 
born of Christian parents. 

. As the soul of the utici^cumcised man-child 
was to be tut off from his people ; he had broken 
God's covenatil: Oeii. 1/ cuap. 14, v. so the 
soul of the unbaptii^d child ought to be cut 
off from hii people; he bath broken 6od*i9 cote^ 
nant. 

As Uie Jews said of old, '^ we cannot do this 
thinor, td give our lister to one that is unfcircuiu- 
cised ; for tlrnt w«re a reproach unto us : Gen. 
34 chap. 15, V. 60 ought Christians now to say. 
We caniiot do this thit^g, to give our sister to one 
that is tinbaptized ; for ti^t were a reproach 
unto us. AkO> 1 Cor. 7 dwp. 39, v^ *' St«i \& V^ 
be maFFted onl^ in tkt Lotdk.'' 
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As to tbe ordinance of the Passover ^^^W 
Lord cominanded, saying, no uncircumcised person 
shall eat thereof :" Rxod. 12 chap. 48 v. «o with 
regard to the Lord's supper ; no unbaptised per- 
son must eat thereof; only the disciples. 

The unbaptized, like the uncircumcised, 
cannot hearken to the word of the Lord with 
any pleasure; they are disgusted at it, *^ To 
whom shall I speak, and give warning, that they 
may hear ? behold, th€ir ear is uncircumcissd, 
and they cannot hearken : behold the word of 
the Lord is unto them a reproach ; they have no 
delight in it." Jer* 6 chap. 10;, v. 

And, lastly, should any die unbaptized, they 
are not entitled to Christian burial -r-t hey shall 
not be joined with us in thmr graves. ^^Thou 
shalt die the death of the ' uncircumcised, and 
thou shall lie in the midst of tbe uncircumcised.*' 
£z. 2S chap. 10, v. 3 chap. 18 v. 

3. They cannot see the nature of Christ's 
Church, or the Lord's Vineyard; in whicli "neither 
is he that planteth any thing, neither he that 
watereth ; but Gody that giveth the increase :" thb' 
when He looketh for grapes. He may be disap« 
pointed : ^'He looked that it should bring forth 
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes 1" Be- 
cause they cannot always insure a good harvest, 
they exclude their own children, and fain would 
exclude those of their neighbours, from their 
lawful inheritance,— from their being set as young 
plants, and watered in hope and faith. Like 
the Sadducees, they ^'do err, not knowing the 
Scriptures, nor the power of God." '^For we 
are saved by hope!^ Rom. 8 chap. 24 v. " For 
we through the Spirit wait for the hope of 
righteousness • by faith'' Gal. 5 chap, 6 v. Not 
seeing tbis^ they cannot baptise their children in 



t1i|BjQianie of the Holy Trinity, and trnst that God 
wiirbring to pass His intentioiis regarding^ them 
by His Spirit through the merits of Christy in 
Bis own appointed way : but they must first sa- 
tisfy ihemseives that their children are fit to be 
baptized, though God Himself deems them holy 
by virtue of the faith <if either parent : 1 Cor. 
7 chap. 14, V. Yet they cannot deny that the 
benefit of this Sacrament is but too frequently for« 
feited as well by those, who are baptized when 
adults after their own fashion, as by those, who are . 
baptized when infants by the Church — by the for- . 
mer backsliding^ and the latter not growing in; 
grace ; and that salvation is to be secured to tho; 
subjects of it only by their own future walk di 
faith. 

How writes St. Paul to the Galatians ? ''For 

Je are a// the children of God by/biVA in Christ 
esus : for as many of you as have been baptized 
into Christ, have put on Christ. : Their is neither 
Jew, nor Greek, their is neither bond nor free, 
their is neither male nor female: for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then 
are ye Abraham's seed, and; heiirs according to 
the promise.^ 3 chap. ^, 28,29,.y. (Now '' tha 
scripture hath concluded asunder sin ;*' therefore 
children;) '^ For what if iome do not believe? 
shall their unbelief make the faith. of God without 
^ect? God forbid! yea, let God be' true^but 
every man a liar/' . Rom* 3 chap. 3, v. Or what 
ifeven'^they hold the truth in unrighteousness ?'! 
.shall their unrighteousness make the faith a of 
Ood without effect ? No : for '' the wrath of God 
is revQftled against all such.'- Rom. 2 chap. I89 v. 
fiut if ye prove yourselves to be Christ^ then are 
|re the true children^ of'Mrahami the' heirs ajn 
parent of the heavenly inheritance^ given unto 
Abraham by premise. Happy: vth^f» who as^ 

B 



not t>B^ «fbcr«iDfi^^, but vp]^ ^ • i4M4fuAl|r 

Ii>ini. btiih^l i^asti^isobedtelft itm, and ihocked 
bis Aitker AbMam ; irh^refore M 'waD s^nt ^nto 
l)«mda|re, Id^^etMH* wilh Im mother^ iliio before 
biM H]teB)^a Satlrii. Bat laaae tras aii t>bedi^t 
ibn, ao^ i^ras «ycii ready to die at his^ father^s 
fterire; ttetrelbrc he inh^n^tefl fhe •^oni'Hife: T*t 
bc4h Wert rirctrrtleiiied, and ^HiMttted' «lik« ittto 
th« t^lpeto«Dt «¥ gt*a^, And tbt^ abode {ti ttm 
boMe '6og'et%er, tiM the vhi -ef Hitb fcroMf e^dsrsea 
Ki removM; for htbunM jiVovetl hrfes^ ti^ M-^ 
Jew only outwardly^ but leaac proved himself 
to he W lefT both oattirdrjltr and ito^r^rdly. 
'^ i/l%ich tbita^, (saitfi St: PairiO'Ae* at) aflepr^ ; 
fiirtheM are thto l^e ed¥b*anle; thb one froM 
tlie w#iltft tSiaai^ ^ioh . j^ndefreth to bcmdai;^^ 
'i/bidh is A^arr. fysrtbia Agvr is meaiit SiMi 
ii Anfcia, Md flmweretfti to f ernsatem tftlittt'id^ 
is, mad i# in bondage mtb her ehildretf^ (as IUhnm^ 
Will.) Bvt Jemsamn^ wbiob i& abere, is free/trlildl 
is th^ liiotfaer of BsmH. Now wb; Brettireti, <#%; 
who BM co9t»tff9di) iBto kaac Was, aire tlve diil- 
Smi «f promise. «19iil.4,e9iap.124, 26VS7 v. 8(^ 
fbaty you Me/lshiMel poErtrays a]l tibe imconverrt* 
kA\ and Isaac idl tbe cotnverted in the miMe 
CiMHrcib. Thcn^ sfraiid as enblems of (h^ two colre« 
jbMf9,*^-jef Worfcaaiid sC graee, isftihe bondaj:^ eC 
'fhe foinnier, aiidof1;bBfre«d<mi oftheHitt^. Isb- 
inlMJI'brclbe bis Oov^iianit ef grao^/ and became Mi 
uneircuttcised : isttac ke|)ft Ms^ end beckoi^ bdUr 
«ocdrdit)|if te the promise, 

4i fhey cMnot see tbatHits eenr^nmit bfigraen 
foacfoerf^jif^: andthalt as it wdtfM bblBtbsTh4 
towy that m cbildUi iiam# otfghi not f» be 'fk 



injtiriottft to «X€liid# cbildreR from tbeii^ h«iiFVtfii^ 
lf^»ey; whkk rClk'ifft >li«8 4>equGatlMd Qiilo tliea^ 
^- Aejpeiit, Aflfd be baptmd every one of yom m tlje 
iiftme of Jesvm Christy fer Ibe vemisstoo. of eiM; 
bimI yeebftD recevw ihe fiji of tjie Holy Ohesl; 
^or the promise is imto you mmI yecir ehUdrm^ 
Acts, S chap, as, 39, ir. "* For Him (Jestts Christ) 
liath God exalted le His right hand to be A 
Prince smd a Sanoiiribr to givi repentanee te 
Israel, and fevgivenese ofrina:" Aots^ 5 chap* 
Si, V, Now <to eaynotbiag of the aeed ef tUe 
Sacrameiit -to wash away origioal sta) the aotaal 
eio of your .f hilcbrea (aod Qodonly knows b»ir 
poos they -may efmnit it j must be repented of 
by tbeni,. if- £hey ^fe..to. be saved: and this is 
the yij^ of 6od/t|irm§k Sis Hol^ Spirit. They 
ido not, however, re^^e JmiA ;^it it enpagb fop 
€UnI that they have It even in one parent Bat 
piow, that either thehr lather or mo^r belioveth, 
•re they holy, or sanctified. 1 Cor. 9 chap. 14, v. 
*^ Then can any man forbid water that these 
•(little ones) should not be baptized^ which have 
received the Holy Ghost as well as we ? and 
P^er eomwHtmled then to beibaptized in the name 
of the Lord ;" Acts, 10 chap. 47, 48, v. ¥or they 
are Cbrist's, and Christ is God's ; and they are 
to be signed and Maled unto tiie day of redemp- 
tion. Hence your cfaureh moat scriptoralij^ 
affirms that 3roiir '* children being bora in original 
ain, and in the wrath of God, are now by the 
hver of regeneraiion in Baptism, received into 
the number of the ehildreii* of God, and heirs of 
everlasidng life: For our Lord Jeeus Christ doth' 

«sot deny His graoe and ^nercy unto such infaqta^ 
Init'inost loving dodi caU them «into Him, aa 

: the. H^y- Gospel -doth witneta to o4r comfort. ^'^ 



St^ M«rk» 10 «liaip. iS^ • ^, and ^bi^, ? Or^- pcim 
adventiure^ if. '^thev arefailea -from ^race,**- Gait 
6 chap. i,r. and ^ as yet the Holy Ghost Lath 
fallen upon none of tbein;'Only they ^ere bap^ 
tized in the name of the Lord :V. then let them pray 
for the renewing of the Holy Ghost, and furthery 
}ettlie apostles (i. e. their sucoeasors, the Bishops,) 
liaving heard that they have received the- word 
of God, when they come, pray for them, and lay* 
their bands upon them, that they might receive 
the Holy Ghost." Acts, 8 chap. 14, 15, 16, 17, v. 
For such is the gospel-order, and the rule of 
aalvation.— But the Baptists cannot aee that the 
idea of a covenant of grace is thus prospective, 
-^that as the circumcised Jew was ^.' a debtor 
to do the whole law;'.' so the^;baptized Cbristiatt 
is a debtor to do the whole gospel. They are 
so ignorant and ^ biassed again^ us, that they 
cannot see that baptism is. tbe^widatory Sacrament 
of the Church of Christ. '* They, therefore, cannot 
begin at the beginning ! Rather they must needs 
keep their children from being embraced by Christ, 
because they cannot embrace Him of themselves-^ 
l^ut they stand rebuked by Him for so doing. 
For Jesua was much displeased, because His dis- 
ciples forbad them coming to Him for Hia 
bfeBsing! 

• ■■■=•■ ... 

6. 'Finally, they cannot see the difference 
betw^M bahtismal regeneration, and spiritual, 
tx rather, as it is invariably called in scripture^ 
emwiersion. Now. when wp speak of regene* 
rated France or Rome, we only meaa that they 
have, been put into a new and better state of go# 
tmiment.: we neyei; understand that they are mad^ 
perfect states. So, in the religious world, in^beqL 
we talk {Of « regenerated person, , we jpught to 
iuppoaa au^ a^ parson, fui baa .b^^n bip^ugl^ 
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estate into .the. CfaiialiMIc The term itself? od^ 

0cours:twiiie ift the: iKhqle. Bible : ifirst, io Mat. 

10 cbc^^i 38f. v.. wiiere U bears a .very different 

aM^fiitieatioa *' j(), whi<^h bave followed Me, in the 

refpeneration," i. e. ye, wko liave been My foUowere 

.upon earth, shall in the new creation^, in the new 

.heavens and eartbf when the Son of .man shall 

ait in the throne of His glory, sit upon thrones, 

judging the twelve tribes of Israel :" And secondly, 

^^in Tit. 3 chap. 6. v. it is written, ^' He saved us 

by the washing of regeneration/''^which fixes 

its just meaning, -its true and legitimate sense 

i; e. He plaoed us. in a state of salvation by 

vater Baptism. >And thus Bishop Ryder, that 

pious living Prelate, (and Bishop Sumner agrees 

with him,) testifies; ^^ The question of regene^ 

Katien, as it regards the> nseof the .term,, is ia 

my opinion satisfactorily « determined by the 

Jirtioles and ofiices of our Church, and by the 

meaning uniformly annexed to it in the four 

first centuries m the Christian iBra. 1 would 

therefore wish generally to restrict the term to 

tiie baptismal privileges; and considering them 

as eompfehending not only an external > admission 

into ttw visible Churchy not only tL covenanted 

title to the pardon and grace of the 6ospeI» but 

even a degree of spiriiuai aid vouchsafed, and 

ready to offer iiaelf ia our accepiance or rejec" 

Hon. At the dawn of reason, 1 would recommend 

a reference to these privileges in ^our discourses 

as talents which the bearers should have so 

inprovod as to bear interest, and seed which 

should' have sprung up and produoed fruit/' PrW 

mary diarge, p. 17. But the Baptists confound 

yegeneralion with conversion, or exalt . it above 

conversion) vwhereas conversion is the crown and 

psrfection of regeneraMoUri Regsoerntipn is tkp 



fakfit8io» of graioe intd the* so^f ^clonversion is 
tiie reuewiiig of ihe Hofly Crbdst, and exerr^ise 
of grace, the tariring or toM change of a sinner 
from kin, smi. C&nv$rt9 are neve creatures^ are 
formed in the image of Christy and are made 
lioly ia part here, and shall have a perfection^ of 
itdler death. Qod is the Aiiibor of this change, 
Who by His Spirit puts repentance, faith, love, 
*aiid every grace, into the sod of the baptized. 
»The word of God is a means of conversion'; 
^'The law of the Lord ia perfect^ converting 
the soul/ 19 ps. 7f v* And His mimster4t, by 
their preaching of the gospel > are the- • appointed 
instruments in this change. ^^Tfaei^ shall I teach 
4^ways unto the wicked, and sinnere ehall>be 
tonverttd unto Thee;" £l/ps. A3, v^r^Qod worlai 
likewise by various other means^'but j>y these 
chiefly. Ajod Jesuss -preachedr^ao^ otfatH* dootrhie 
to His disciplea/ ^ >^eriiy, I eay unto you, ^ip- 
pect ye be converted, and become as little childce», 

Je shall not enter into the kinadfam of heaven»^ 
[at 18 chap. 3, v. It is tbostikiiy that ^'Zioft 
ahall be redeemed with judgment, and her com- 
veria with righteousness,'^ Is. I chap. 37, v« Ac- 
«ordiug to the Bible, therefore, it ia not strictly 
correct to call those converts, who renounce 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, or Heathenism* and 
'embrace Christianity by Baptism : their proper 
name is Proselytes of the covenant, as they were 
called in the old Testament Uhurch. They become 
^convef4S) when it has pleased God to turn their 
hearts from sin. ''Unto you first, (to the Jew 
ifirst and also to the Gentile,) God having raised 
up His Sod Jesus, sent ^im to bless you ia 
^uriitfi^ away every one of you from his iniquitieii. 
Acts, 3 chap. 26> v. Wherefore I am bold to 
aasert &at conversion completes the Ohrittian:; 
ior thiaii the sa^i^d canon, ^ : , ^, j. i„i 



•OnceTWWe tlWlWm *' regeneration/' ^slliAt^ 
feforc fib«erv**,:llii nsfed oiify ^<?« throtfj^biii 
ieriptiir6> and there it vs bapfismal regeneratSmi : 
** He aait^ ti6 by= the wtiskihg of regeheratfon 
mid renewing of the Hely Ghosf f ' Tit. S' cha^ 
5, t. Now join it with the new birth, of wtiieh 
onr fikvionr speaks, lohn, 8 chap, 6, v. " Veri^y> 
teriiy^ 1 (Mi]r vnto thee, Etcept a man be bom of 
Wiitier, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter intd 
the kingdom of &d." loin, I say, these twa 
text* t€^b«f, Mil how do they run ? Thns t 
Ihroept a niatf bo' boni of water, by the washing 
'^ regeneraHion-^aM bt the Spirit, by renewing 
if the' Holy Ohost/ ho cannot enter into thO 
l^gdom «!f O^."^ Ai^'^the Baptists, bowev^t; 
«aoii^ see tfaisF seriptnrai and beautiful Astinction 
ofthe tww terns, it wottid be wise in them» at 
all events, to say. Except a man be bom by bap- 
tismal and spiriiiial regeneration. After baptism, 
never let them fail to use their favcmnte term *! re- 
generation-/' without the adjective " spiritual,^ if 
they will attach a higher meaning to it than they are 
warranted by Scripture^ and will make it eqaivat 
lent to the true term ''odd version." Thonthe|' 
would not be so inconsistent with them^elves^ 
for they could say of their back-sliding bretbern, 
Tbe^ have not yet been spiritually baptised into 
Ghnst, they have not yet been renewed by the Holy 
Ghost, and become as little children, '' for of 
such is the kingdom bf heaven/' Mat. 19 chapu 
•14, y« But w$ F^^ ^^^ Saviour's siveet expraji* 
jion, and saj, Escept ye be converted. Alas I 
bow have the Baptists /' followed too much the 
devices and deaures of theii: own faoarttt W^ 
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have tbey offended Bgainst God's holy laws : how 
have they left undone those things, which they 
ought to have done ; and done those things, which 
tbey ought not to have done/' For how many 
thousand children, '< Nazarites unto God from 
the womb/' have they left unbaptized ! — and bow 
many grown up persons have they dipped, that 
** it might happen unto tbem according to the 
proverb) The dog is turned to bis own vomit 
again ; and the sow, that waci washed, to her 
wallowing in the roire.^ 2 Pet. 2 chap. 22, v* 
Vqu, my dear Soldiers, for whose sake I have 
chiefly penned this Address, by way of cautipa, 
lest you should be tempted :to forsdke the good 
old path, are but too well aware of this melan-r 
choly fact. Heed not, therefore^ these Sectarians* 
though they may tell you that if y«m die in our 
communion, you will die with a lie in your right 
hand. Verily this is thunder — but, if y'OU go not 
astray, it will pass harmless over your h^ds,, 
and only leave a refreshing shower behind it* 

CHAPTER 2. 

OF THE SINFULNESS OP RE-BAPTIZATION. 

Such an anathematizing sect are the Baptists 
that their distinguishing doctrine is th^ invalidity 
of Infant-baptism, and the re-baptization of all 
who wish to be admitted into their commnninn. And 
we may easily conceive that this new doctrine 
would, for a time, prove highly injurious to unstable 
minds, and prepare them for receiving any doc- 
trine, ever so absurd) that came to them recom- 
mended by novelty. After all, however, it is not 
perhaps nece$sary to seek so deep for the cause of 
that success which attends their preacfaihg, or 
rather their ravings : since we have seem the same 
kind of epidemical madness burst fbrth in t^ttf 
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§t^e xft^stichty, wliibt :we»re -as miacquainted 
t^iih ifae €aiflH», as ^wa are in general with the 
ori|ritf of a dysentery or <a fever. Besides,' the 
opinions, which some of them publicly avow, are 
J4ii«il'such as woald attract the attention of theigno- 
rat)t;vizi that Infant- baptism was an invention 
of the Devil, — that the true church of Christ, of 
which they considered themselves as the constitu- 
ent members, ought to be exempt from ail sin,— 
that all things ought to be in common among them, 
and that there should be no taxes, — that every 
Christian has a right to preach,-~and that there is 
no use whatever for civil magistrates in the king- 
dom of Christ. These are their real tenets ; but 
th^y disguise them in their weakness. Only let 
them once increase upon us, and see the mischief 
they would do us for the moment — but the end 
would be thrir own ruin. For it has been tried 
ence, it has becomci an* Jtistorical: fact. John IMat- 
thias,' a baker of Haerlem, preached the above 
doctrines in Munster, a city of Westphalia. Em- 
boldened by success, he secretly called in his 
associates irom the country, and seized on the 
arsenal in the night-time; and running thro' the 
streets, accompanied with John 6occold,a journey-^ 
man tailor^ with drawn swords and frantic bowl- 
ings, they cried out alternately, '^ Repent, and be 
baptized ; " and *' Depart, ye ungodly.** The 
citizens fied in confusion, and left him in posses- 
sion of the city: when he immediately set about 
establishing a new constitution. Having finished 
his plan of reformation^ he dignified Munster with 
the name of mount Zion ! and invited the faithful 
to.repair from all quarters, that they might issue 
.from thence to subdue the sinful nations. In the 
^neaniime, ihe Bishop ofMunster, having collected 
H. considerable army, advanced to besiege the 
4pwo. iVJatUiias sallied out to meet him^ and haxvws^ 
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attacked otie quarter of the cain{^, he forced it 
with ^reat Aiaaghter, and retarn^d to the city 
loaded with glory and spoil. Intoxicated with this 
Buccenn he appeared next day brandishing^ a spear, 
and declaring, that, like Gideon, he would, with a 
handful of men, smite the ungodly. He chose 
thirty persmis to accompany him in this wild en- 
terprise, who, rushing on the enemy, were cut off 
to a man ! See Robertson's Charles V. Book 6« 
Thvta they gathered thein.<4e1ves together against 
Israel) to their own destruction, and made Munster 
« Gfariiitian Armagtddon ! 

'* But iatlrailtitig for a moment, that Infant'^ 
HAptism is aii^riptural ; yet, do the Scriptures au- 
thorize those, who have been baptized in theif 
infancy tb be re-baptized, when they become 
kxdiiltsf 

As a, solution tatbis ques^tion, I quote the fol- 
lowing from a valuable Pamphlet by Dr. Lathrop, 
of America. 

— -^" iH^ is agreed on both sides, that baptism 
is not to be repealed- If, theu, out baptism is 
^^atid^ a repetition of it is contrary to the will of 
<3od. Irt the ba^tiiim of ati infant, there is an ap- 
-^Kc^tioHt^f water ih the name of thfe Trinity, as 
%eH as in tlie baptism of titk adult. Jf this baptism 
t>e not valid, it is only because thfe subject had not 
•fhith, and did not actually cofisent to the baptismal 
^obligations. Now, if the baptism of an infant is a 
tonliily) for want 6f these quaiitications, the want of 
\beisi will equally nofitfy an adult baptism ; but yet, 
9l presume, rnyne of xmr brethren will carry the 
^matter IJiis length. Let us put a case, (and such 
^ on^ as doubtless sometimes happens). An adult 
^[^erson n>akes a profession 'of feith and obedience, 
^nd is baptized^ It soon appears, from the wrck- 
^oesa of his life^ and the coituptnass of his prinoi- 
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p]es, that be had wa fatifa in any rationkl atn9», and^ 
never consented to the baptismal obligations ; bni 
^as influenced only by earnal views. The roan af*. 
terwards eomesto repentance) confesses his hypo-- 
erisy in this affair, aiid owns be bad bo religioiui 
views in the whole transaction. He now givtes sa^. 
tisfactory proo£i thai be is become a real penitent 
and believer. Ought this person la be re-bapti»- 
ed ? Every one vfijA say, No: because he bas been 
baptized ; and his baptism will save him, as he ha* 
now the answer of a good conscience toward Ood. 
When Simon tlie sorcerer, who bad been baptiaed 
by Philip, discovered the vile hypocrisy of his heart,. 
Peter directs him to rtpeni, that his sin might be 
forgiven ; but says nothing of his being baptised a-n 
gain ; whereas he saya to the unbaptiaeid Jews^ 
Repent, and be baptized for tht remi^on of sins^ 
But there is just the same reason why tbis^^jEio* 
eriteshoiold be baptized agam^ upon his repentance, 
as why the infant should ; bescjause be no more ksA 
faith before ba(>t»sm, and no more consented to any 
religious obligation when he wa^ baptised, than aA 
infant, (f a profession of repentance is aU that i* 
necessary to our rec^ving tbia baptised ^y]>ocrite, 
a profession of faitb and obedie^ief, at adidt ag»y. 
is all that is necessary lo our reiQeiviiig one hapti^^ 
ed in cliildhood. So that re-bapjtizatiom isi mh?, 
¥)arrantabk and sinful, even up^fm the principlem 
of our brethren tbemsslves; and much more im 
supposition of infants' riglU to bf»piism*r^i^. 9^ 

How, then, ^lust we look upo;ri t^se, wblMH 
J^are;at9, (acknowledging the trvie dp.QM'ine of hjh 
/a?i/ baptism f^r the reipis^ion of sin^) c^i^iSed 
jthem^to b^ christened, once and lior ever ; ai^ 
who have since, ag9Jlnst the^ p^rent^' faith, ^d 
the saD[ie foundation over again (or themsejyes ? 
We can behold them in no other light than as 
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Schismatics' For what is schism but a sepa-* 
ration from tlie society of the church for ex^ 
ternal things 1 **No\v ye are the body of Christ, 
and members in pacticular, and there should 
be no' schism in the botiy; but the members 
should have the same care one for another." 
1 Cor. 12 chap. 25, 27 v. Which care the Baptists 
have not : otiierwise they would still cling to their 
mother-chnrch^ and apply to her for a remedy for 
their doubts. And if their doubts proved to be 
sach as she could not remove from their scrupulous 
minds^ if they be mere questions about not bein^ 
dipped, (which however was their parents' ordering, 
not the church's) let them solicit from her hands 
what in that case is admissible, viz. Biypothetical 
Baptism, administered with this formula ; ^ If thou 
art not already baptized, N. I baptize thee, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen/' See Directions at the end of the 
^Ministration of Private Baptism^ Common Prayer. 
Or, rather, let them seek Confirmation^ that 
9olemn, ancient, and laudable custom in the Church 
of God, continued from tlie Apostles' times-r-tliat 
all Bishops should lay their hands upon children 
baptized, and instructed in the Catechism of the 
Christian religion, praying over them, and blessing 
them ; when they may themselves, with their own 
mouth and consent, openly before the Church, 
ratify and confirm their baptismal vow or cove- 
nant ; and also promise that, by the grace of God, 
they will evermore endeavour themselves faithr 
fully to observe such things as they by their 
own confession, have assented unto. And verily, 
as they do in England, so should they do in India, 
travel miles and miles, to obtain this heavenly 
boon — Episcopal Confirmation. 

Therefore, leaving the principles of the doctrine 
of Christ, let us (who have once received baptism,) 
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jjo on unto perfection ; not laying again the 
foundation of repentance from dead works, and of 
faith towards God, and of the doctrine of bap^ 
tisms. And this will we- do, if God permit." 
Heb. 6 chap. 1,2,3, v. 

CHAPTER 3. 

OF INFANT BAPTISM. 

It IS written, Eph. 4 chap. 4, 5, v. *' There is 
one body and one spirit, even as ye are called in 
one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith. 
One Baptism : and the sound Christian rehearseth 
with perfect safety those suffrages of his creed — 
'^ And 1 believe one Catholic and Apostolic church; 
I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of 
sinsw Amen." Now this one baptism is Infant bap- 
tism, which has been the uniform practice of the 
Holy Catholic Church throughout all the ages of 
Christendom. 

It is true indeed that the primitive Christians 
could not have been baptized when infants ; for 
Christianity did not then exist. But when they 
embraced Christianity, their families were always 
baptized with them, as you can easily discover by 
reading the Acts of the Apostles. And the Mis- 
sionaries of our Church, according to the Aposto- 
lical discipline, never baptize adults, in these or 
other Heathen nations, without their children. I 
beg leave to add, saith Bromfield, that Origen 
speaks of Infant baptism having been grdered by 
the Apostles. Forty years after Origen, Fidus, a 
Bi;»hop, sent to Cyprian and sixty other Bishops, 
to know whether the baptism of a child must not 
be always on the 8th day after his birth, because 
circumcision was so. They answer, the child may, 
' and must be, baptized sooner if there is danger of 
/ .deaths and speak of the refusal of it a& bL\aNS.\^\.^ 
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the soNVa health. Jufttin Martyr wrote 90 yeari» 
after St. Matthew, a»d he ai^serts that there wera 
many persons, then 70 and 80 years of age, who 
had been made the disciples ef Christ when in« 
fauts — they must have been, baptized in the ^y$ 
of the Apostles. Who, saith Pelagius, is so igno- 
rant of what is read in the gespel as to hinder 
infants being baptized and born again in Christ ? 
When it was said of St. Paul that '^ he taught all 
tlie Jews which were among the Gentiles to forsake 
Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise 
their children/ it was understood that he taught 
them to follow Christ instead, and to baptize 
their children. In short there is every reason in 
scripture for including children, under the Chris- 
tian dispensation, in those corresponding ritejs 
which they enjoyed under the Jewish l^aw. When 
Abraham wss circumcised* he and alf his h6use, 
jboth old and young, were circumcised with him, 
and adult circumcision at once ceased with the 
family of the faithful. Now it is precisely the^ ffanie 
with regard to baptism : and *' where is the wise ? 
where is the scribe ? where is the disputer of this 
world,*' that can conscientiously gainsay this ana- 
logy? Fa£if A, saith St. Paul, Cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God. "' And how 
shall they believe in Him, of whom they have not 
heard? And how shall they hear without a preach- 
er? And how shall they preach, except they be 
sent?" " Go ye, therefore, and teach all nation?, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoat ; teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever 1 have command- 
ed you« He that belieyeth, and is baptized, shall 
be saved ; but he that believeth not shaH be damn- 
ed." Such is Christ's direction— *' To the one 
we are the savour of death unto death ; and to 
the other the savour of life unto life/' 3 Cor. % 
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f^bap. 18, ¥• And when Lydia was baptised^ her- 
household was baptized with her, and adult 
jbaptism at once ceased in her family ; for the. 
children of one believing parent, as 1 have befor« 
observed, are reckoned holy, and meet jsubjecta 
for this sacrament, and even servants are to be 
baptized upon the same trust. Parents and Masters 
are the divinely-appointed guardians of the faith, 
of their respective houijieholds— -and woe W 
unto those who neglect to teach them the faitli, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear. For God alone can give the increase/ 
and they must wait for it in His own good time. 

Wherefore, let no man whisper to you any 
«trange doctrines. This the Church always had^ 
always held ; this she received from our fathers^ 
and this she holds constantly to the end* And 
^' Quicunque parvulos, aib uteris matrun^ bap- 
tizandos negat, anathema sit/' saith the Council 
of Milevis: and that Council is confirmed by th« 
fourth and sixth General Councils. Indeed, chil- 
dren are much more entitled, according to scrip- 
ture, to be baptizsd, than women are to receive 
the Lord's Supper ; and, if we followed the letter 
instead of the spirit of it, do female would b^ 
admitted to the holy table, for want of an express 
warrant & instance. But that, which God alloweth 
to the husband in the gospel-covenant^ He alloweth 
to the wife; and what He alloweth to either or both. 
He alloweth to their children. *' The dictates of na* 
ture," says Buck, " in parental feelings ; the ver* 
diet of reason in favor of their privileges, the lan- 
guage of prophecy respecting the children of the 
gospel-cfhurch ; tlie evidence of children being 
sharers of the seals of grace, in common with their 
pareiits for the space of 4900 years, all concur 
in favour of the pcdobaptist opinion." And " surely, 
aaith Bishop Heber of blessed memory, tbe v&^csx^ 
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we examine it, the more reasonable does the prac-' 
tice appear^ as a sea] of past mercies^ as ah 
engagement to future duties^ as an admission to 
the external means of grace, which the church can 
in this world supply, as a solemn petition to the 
Almighty, that His blessing may render those 
outward means effectual! Suffer^ then, the little 
children to come to Christ, and forbid them not, 
for of such is the kingdom of Heaven !" 

How strange it is that the Baptists will not ad* 
mit that circumcision was a seal of grace at all, 
when the Jews would have fain excluded the con- 
verted Gentiles,(who were baptized,) from all hopes 
of salvation, unless also they were circumcised, 
believing circumcision to be the greatest seal of the 
two ! For we read, " And certain men, which came 
down from Judea, taught the brethren, and said^ 
Except ye be circumcised, after the manner of 
Moses, ye cannot be saved/' Acts, lb chap. I v. 
But, please God, the time will now soon arrive, 
when the Jews, the natural branches, will be again 
ingrafted into ** the olive-tree : '' then must these 
Sectarians be obliged to acknowledge the identity 
of the old and new seal of the gospel-cnvenant, 
iftnd join our church, — or '* judge themselves un- 
worthy of everlasting life." And 

How still more strange that the Baptists ob- 
ject to the holy rite on account of the unconscious- 
ness of children, when Moses commanded the elders 
of Israel, saying ; " Gather the people tojrether, 
men, and women, and children, and thy stranger 
that is within thy gates, that they m ay hear, and 
that they may learn, and fear the Lord your God 
and observe to do all the words of this law : and 
that their children which have not known any 
thing (of the covenant of the Lord,) may bear 
and learn to fear the Lord your God." Deut. 31 



olmp. 9, 16^ \i, 1% 13, V. And when JelroTah 
Himi^elf bath set us the example to enter intd 
•olemn eo^i^ements for good unto the infant, before 
it shall have knowledge to cf>, '^ My fatlier> and my 
mother ^ " and takes to Himself faithful wituesses 
to rei:ord it ! See Isaiah, 8 chap. 1^ % 3, v. 

Here let me plainly state what Baptism vtdWf 
is according to Scripture — It is, then, that Sacra- 
ment which is not only tb« symbol and seal, but 
thecliannel and organ Qf that inward and spiritual 
grace, of which it i^ in a strict sense the outward 
and visible ^iga ; apd it is considered. as the coia^; 
inenccment oJF a new period, as an sera of tho 
religiouA life, from whence the Christian dates 
a new state of existence, carrying with it new 
privileges, capacitiesi of action, and expectations; 
or in other words, a stcUe of salvation, Well^ 
therefore, doth our church teach her infant-4ijir 
eipies to repeat, as soon as possible, each of thenii 
And I heartily tha,Eik our Heavenly Father, that 
Be hath ealled me to^ this stale of salvation^ 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. And I pray 
vnto God to give me His grace» that I n^y 
continue in the same unto my life's end. 

Oh ! then, let uareyere the blessed sacraniepj^ 
of Infant Baptism ; and let us with confidence an^ 
joy engraft our little ones on the olive -t^'ee, tha| 
they may grow *' like the olive hranchea round 
about our table. Lo ! thus shaU the man be blessed 
that feareth the Lord." Then if any of them shoi;^ 
by an inscrutable providence be appointed to di« 
eternally, (but we have no such fear,) they wou^d 
at least wither and die on the parent-stock, and 
not as the Gentiles or wild olive-branches ; and 
their souls would not be required at our hands : nay^ 
ive could comfort ourselves with this reflection^ 

D 



^*1 , What jCorid have been done more than I bavs 
Jtot . dpne ?" I\Jy houaebold, and all mine havs 
^t*a twpti^ed and tanglit to obey the Saviour, 
ACcpcdipg io the Apostolical discipline." Every 
^rwcn. in Him that bearetb not fruit, the Fathw 
iketbaTiay.; nod every brand) thatbeareth fruit, 
' purgethit, tbat it may bring tbrUi morefruU. 
Jtthn, ISchap. 3 y. 



CBAPTER 4. 

op THE DUTIES AHIsblQ. FROM INFAHT BArTrgM. 

I hope Ihat what 1 have advanced in the three 
fongoing Chapters will convince you that there 
Is but one baptism anion;r prol'esairig Chriiitiens, 
▼it. Infant baptism : and that Adiill baptism (sa- 
-ring in planting the gospdin Beathen countrit^s,) 
ik onscriptural, as well ak fts-baplization. So that 
fhosc, who follow either ofthe twokst cuitorA', 
iniist fellow them out of opposition to wh&t is ^oii(l 
"^d estaUiahed, more tJian for any reasonable 
itoq^e. Their separation from tbeir National church 
^, ;therefor«, condemnable, whoHB peace and unity 
(hnr are guilty of disturbing. They cause the naiu^ 
HflvpdifnAltia doctrine to be blasphemed by the 
^'t^i^iting Gentiles, among whom we sojourn, wli« 
1U*6^«ftfcn heard exclaiming, Behold, these good 
'Chyirtians xannot agree among themselves, they 
ij^lit, dnd no one can esplain why, or wherefore; 
irtid the;^ think to make proselytes of us> But for 
fhem, "the word of the Lord would have fre» 
i6nrsk,and be themoregloHfieJ." ' ' 

-': Before I begin.t«4peakofy«ur.dwtr'lurcgaj!4a 
your own -Baptism, Jet m« &m aboW .yoB.<non> 
ttiUy the tliSSp^tnee betwe«p Qaptiav wid^OffLWCt 
•ioD, or Regeaeration aad-tlte New Birtlh 



&^-i.i ^(t^'sKlT^drs^oi^ariionV^eninst kotf tip 
'^Qi^ti tii> a hn^b&nd 1^ his wife mbrt clearh- 
-THaRtl'ateJl 'thfrJH^ilt&r ^d Bll-i^iartffiit doctrhn 
WHn^ne/B/ibn.-' H«te1h>ibovChri3ilttV6dt^ 
<?hnrch as His ipbiMeVitAtI gHTe Hhnielf for, lu 
•that H« ini^t sattcti^ anif- cleanaa it w^ Us 
«B8liin^-Tif water (bapiism,) by th« word;>>tliAt 
Hemigbt preient it to Himself a. glorioaaCinii^ 
not havittfr gpot or vri(ikle, or any lui-h thing; 
but that it should be holy and without blemiib." 
Epii. 5 chap. So that Ood has consecrated the stats 
of mBtriini^y tn suuh an excellent mysterr, that 
'•lit it is si^i&ed and represented t)io spiritual maf- 
jrief^e and unity betwixt Christ aad His Charcb; 
/' wbofle people sball be willing in the day of Hi* 
|lDwer, in the beautiea of holineasi from ifae womb 
'o( tbe morning.'' And as St. Peter saitb, so oag^ 
■v/ei, " Blessed be. tbe Gqd and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, nbo accordiu^ to His Bbandant mcr-. 
cy hath begotten us again unto a lirely hop^'^' 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Heoce you tea 
that aa generation precedes the natnral life, sp 
regeneration precedes the spiritual )ife, "Tkat 
ffhicb is born of the Sesh is flash; and that 
vbich is born of the Spirit is ipirit." Aad.af 
;' the wind bloir«th where it listetb, anj tbw 
hearest tbe sound thereof, bat canst not tell wh^nt^ 
itcometb,and whither it goeth: ao ia Amynwi 
that is bora of the Spirit" John, 3 chap.4>T* 
8, T. For to be the people of Ood (sattb tfas 
pioua Baxter.) without regeneration U as impM- 
•ible OS to be the children of men without geno- 
ration. Now tbe waters of Baptiam regeiurat^ 
.by transplanting u out of the atate of natnir* 
teto the state of grace, by placing nsm acapa- 
«hy of Working out oar euvation, -and giving tlw 
firat iaptilaa to ti» dirine and spiritaal Uh ; whicb, 



ikbin it is folly ^deiYeioped» 1)e<diiir$ tteKdj^^Birtfc 

.Regeneration is the e/n^jfoetateoftba ebiidr^ 
« 0f Qod ; and ^' the chitdrtn- inay^come to 4be birth*, 
r.$.Xid there may not be streof^tfa to bring forth/' 
.■Isi, 37 chap* 3^ v- Wherefore, Ut. every one, 

ihat.is^ baptised,. and '' nanselhtbe tiaoie of Ghriat^ 
: depart from iniquity;'' let him repent and be 
..•Converted, by dying uilto eiii and -living again 
;vato rigbteoasnesfi : or else> be it auto them 
' aecordtBg to. the prophet, 'Oet every one of them 
f'^pasif away^ like t\ie untimeig birtk o( a Woman: 
;:Pii; 5S,8, V. or ai^ Job «aid regarding ^imself, " be 
.««:an hidden untimely birth ; as infants which never 
;9aw Jight/V 3( chap. 16, v. It i^ thus, that all 
impenitent and unconverted CSiristiatis die of tlieni- 
rKelves^dnd. resemble, only so many abortions in 
^the- church, that are doomed to destruction >-^ 
: whd ** have tode^ a nan^^ that they live, but 

are dead." Rev. 3 chap. l,v. *For they ate 
'OjOt all lisrael, which are of Israel : neither because 
4hey are the 6eed of Abraham, afe thejr all chil- 
/dren:. buty In Jaaac shall thy seed be called.-'' 
JlcJto.i9chap.6^ 7^v* 

' ^ l.^yhat, then; is the doty of Adults as regards 

Iheit 6wn fimatism ? , 

•• ■ . ■ ■ • 

X l^ev wjm^were baptized » yoilr infanesr, and aiib 
4iow€OHie to years of discnetim^ must know that 
500- are stillsuppolied % Soriptareto be in a stale 
4)f reg^eneratjob, or embryt)s Osily, MtH ^ou havis 
e^iperieEQed eom;!emon#:or a death unto sin and a 
jfiew birth. unto righteousness, or iBUoh renewiag af 
the jgoly .Qhost, al^ makes you aew creatures^ by 
e^tuaily tunpiag ytou from r sin onto boiraess, 
ivhioh .^Ii^fly i^braugbt to pass, through the mim»- 
ir^r of the word. Even as St Paul itbld the 6a». 
latians,/'Jdy tittle children, ctf whoita Itravaa, ia 
birth again, until ChrisI be formed in you/' It ia 



ttin oidy ibat our ble«ied Lord, through the ia^ 

. Btrumentalihr of the stewards of His mysteries, 

'' shall see His. seed— ^shall see of the travail of 

.His soul; and shall be satisfied." ''Who hath 

heard such a thing ? Who hath seen such things 7 

Shall the earth be made to bring torth in one day? 

Or shall a nation be born at once ? for as soon as 

Zion travaiied, she brought forth her children.** 

: Is. 63 and 66 chap. 

As, therefore, you are already regenerated by 
baptism, it is your bounden duty to do the whole 
gospel, to act up to its precepts, as children of the 
light and of the promise, and to go on unto per. 
fection, by a daily renewing of the inner man and 
by new obedience, until Christ be formed in you, 
'at)d the same mind be in you which was in Biin : 
*' remembering always that Baptism representeth 
unto us our profession ; which is, to loUow the 
example of our Saviour Christ, and to be made 
*like unto him ; that as He died, and rose again for 
us ; so should we, who are baptized, die from sin, 
and rise again unto righteousness, continually mor« 
tifying all our evil and corrupt affections, and daily 
proceeding in all virtue and godliness of living. 
And such of you, as have been thus happily conver:» 
ted, and have obeyed from the heart that form (or 
mould,} of doctrine, into which ye vi ere delivered 
or cast at your Baptism^ ought to thank God for it, 
and give Him all the giory. Rom. 6 chap. 17, v. . 

For remember,*' the foundation of God stand- 
^th sure, baving^ this seal, 7%e Ijord knoweth 
them that are His, And let every one, that naoieih 
the name of Christ, depart from iniquity. But in a 
great house,' (like Christ's visible Church,) there 
are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of 
wood and of earth, and some to honour, and some 
to dishonour* If a man therefore purge himself 
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from these {latter^'^th^ lireti^ls''^ \T;n»rii - fiWed to 
dlentniotion,) be sfaail beV.ii iresiMl'^^intQ limiciiir^ 
eaoctified;: aiid meet for HiV. 'Maater-s uftf*^. finU 
prepnilBd unto eyery good work^even a v^asek^f 
merey, which God hiMl ptepared auto glory .fVoS 
Tim* 2 chap. Rom- 9 chap. There in a aacrefinesiji 
upon the persons of all that are Christened ; and -far 
tb«in to prostitute themselves to. any lust i^ a gre». 
ter profanation than that of which Helshazzar waa 
guilty, when he desecrated the holy vessels of the 
Temple. ■ ■ ^ 

2. And what is the doty tf Adtdta as regardb 
their Children ? r j^ 

Yoo must dedicate and iset 'them apart by f)4p» 
tism, as vessels of the TfnBple^ idr ^our Loi d*« ^g^ 

Eecialnse and servicej[jevfn ntf yd: yourselves lifiv^ 
een so conseeratedtditber LbroL . You must iiiako 
them clean by the laver of regeneration^ aiid> kia0|^ 
them clean, while under your charge^ in co^opena^ 
tion with God's Holy Spirit. Go, then, ye Cbri4^ 
tian parents, and if ye be Abraham's seed, folloar 
Abraliam*s eiample : First^.by doing the works of 
Abraham yoursteives ; Secondly, by baptising yoafr 
children, as Abraham circumcised his; Aad^ 
thirdly* hy commanding your children and your 
hbnaehold, so that they keep the way of the X^oni. 
Nor should the remembrance of the milder Christ 
tian Sacrament lose its influence on onr faith anii 
practice — gratitude should stir up our wills that wo 
may the more plenteoaaly- bring forth the frtiit 
oi* good works: for, 

Abifth'm beli«v'dt1ieit«pig'd graee. 

And gave his sons to God ; • ^ 

But water seals the blessiBg now. 

Which tiRt WM Mal'd by 11^. ^ •: - > 



.certain by<!{6d€iPir^K;or(/r^^ii^^''^il^*^^/'wl)ioh ftfil 
^ptisedydyingJi)^^ tbfey^ commit aitoal m; 
fiir^^«fidoubtiisdly'Sivi;d.' But « he 'foarS' lbr> tN 
Spiritual V w«Hartf' of' cbildl^0n, born ol Cbriifttmil 
parents; but not baptized, i^ih) tak^ into covenant 
with tiieil* God ; and i^onsiders that <}od wil\ 
not hold the pigireDls guiltless. For when Moses^ 
iehild raviained unchrcumciited, the Lttrd sought 
not to kill the obild, but Moses, the father, who 
should have circumcised him. Exod. 4 chap. 24^ Vm 
And Solomon, by the Spirit, saith; " Thou shalt 
iirat^a child with theifdcb iind shalt deliver his 
soul from hell." Prov. 23 chap. 14, v. So that, 
for aught we can know, even children may have 
^p6w.ei g^ii|eiirr:tiu9nii 46 resistor comply with the 
^vinW grace ()Oft€k)jdtibspi^^ «t their 

^baptism, through {the ^^prayers of their parents 
^ndihejobarch, whi«b( piiddiioas'c^oyiv^Won, and 
^d$ in Hie aalviKtion of ail who are thud constrain^ 
^/ to good, as twigs that are bent. How great, 
th^^fore, is* the responsibility of believing parent* f 
ill what an awful dileihiina are they placed, tbrougK 
tbeir misunderstanding, the Scriptures! I]o# 
inscrutable aiid fearful is their situation ! I^em^ 
bk, yes. I tremble for the father more espeoiaftj' t^ 
ilTor it is he that sinneth ! The tenor of the. SeripMi 
tpr^s i.s plainly this : Baptism is necessary, at all 
events, to the salvation of all born of Christiad 
parents; whether it be unto salvation for children^ 
e^r unto the grace, of repentance and conversicMI 
for adults,, '^when tlie times of refreshing, and^ 
confirming the churches, shall come from the 
presence of the Lord," and the strengthening of 
our SQttls byu>tbe reception of the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. 

So that our^Jth. JirticW of Religion is most 
sound and ortbodbx; The Baptism of young chil- 
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dreiji is to knj wUe to ba retaiiiad im the ohorcli, 
M Bioni aj^reeable with the loftiituiion of Chnst-r« 
and the Rubric before tbe Order for ibe Burii^ 
of the Dead in our CommoD Prayer Book rightly 
dicectf« That the Office enduing is oot to be use^ 
for any Ihat die unbaptized* i* e. of course after 
they are $ days old, when they ought to be initia- 
ted into the church, as they would have been, if 
tbey had belonged to tbe ^wi/th dispensation : 
but not before the 8th day ; because the mother 19* 
considered unclean 7 days, add the child by touch** 
ing her partaking of the same misfortune, was not 
till then fit to be admitted iojto covenant. Lef« 
iJSi chap. 2^ 3^ v« 
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CHAPTER 5. 

OF JOHN TBS l^fkWfWV ANP C^filST, 

We shall obtain a clearer view of the scrips 
turalhess and validity of Infant Baptism^ if we 
consider the following points ; viz. 

1. The difference between John the Baptiet'tf 
mid Christ's Baptism. 

2. Why John was emphatically called tho 
Baptist. 

3. Why the Baptist was not baptized him-^ 
self. And, 

4. Why Cbrist waa both circumcised and 
baptized. 

1. Now the difference between the two bap-, 
tisms is manifest enough^ and obviously set forth 
by their respective Authors. John says^ ^ I indted 
, baptize you with water upto repentance ; bat He 
that Cometh after me^ is mightier than I, whose 
shoes I am not worthy to biari He sbail bapUaa 
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ybnyfiihihe Ho!y Ghost and with fire.** " I arA 
not the Christ, but I am sent before' Him.'* •He 
Vtf^^t increase, bat I must decrease.'* And Christ 
testifieth of him thus, ** among those that are born 
of' women, tfrere is not a g^reater prophet (hab 
John the Baptist.'^ And why ? becaase he pointed 
out Christ more clearly than all who went before 
)iim. The ancient prophets beheld Ciiriat afar 
off, but John saw Him face to face. They pro^ 
pbesied of Him: he pointed at Him, saying, Thiii^ 
18 He. Yet he that is least in the kingdom of 
God, or Church of Chriflt^ is greater than he^» 
Inowing Christ perfectly, and preaching Him 
perfectly, which John could not do, not having 
witnessed the death and glorious resurrection ef 
Christ. The disciples of John, like Apollos^ wheg 
as yet he knew *^oiily the baptism of John,'* 
believed in Christ to come ;. the dtscipJes of Jesa5> 
like A polios, after '^ Aqiiula and Priscilla had ex* 

Cunded unto him the way of God more perfectly," 
lieved in Christ as already come, and were 
baptized into Christ: the Sacrament, however, 
aeajed unto both the remission of sins. Tet it 
Ageing essential to Christian baptism to, baptize in 
the name of the Father, and. of the Son, and 9f 
the Holy Ghost, and thereby profess ourselves 
to be buried and risen, with Christ, and John's 
baptism necessarily Calling short of this main part, 
hi» disciples were al'terwards baptized in the 
Bane of the Lord Jesus, that is, in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. As, therefore, 
the Baptists profess Christian baptism, they mis« 
•<Mri themselves : fon all the Baptiist's disciples 
>lKecame Christ's, as soon as he had convinced 
them that Christ was the Messiah, saying unto 
fhem, Beiiold the Lamb af God, that take th away 
tbe sins of the world ; and thenceforward followed 

-JfoHti* But y^ur Ciuirob, my Brethren, bearaa 

£ 



M Infant .Baptiam 

Ifue name, whiek isK The Appstolifc . Churcbr M 
iiMioded by teeter aqd the rest of the Apostle^, 
And net by Jfohn^ whose course^ though h^ 
jMiQOUDced the Sun of Righteousness, the Light 
iioi'meny was as brief^ as it was brilliant^ like the 
isnoniiog^dtar. 

% John was emphatteally calli^d ikt Ba))« 

'CM, becausefy as St. Patil assures us, he ^^ bap- 

iMkA ^if Fif the bagitisin di repentance, saying unto 

rtbe people, that they should believe 6n Hinff, 

l^brcfa (ihotild come after him, that is, on Cbrist 

Jesus,'' Those ^hoiii he uliEide his proselyted. 

Be' initiatefd into this new Institution of lite tr^ 

Baiptisni-^a rite indexed niiade Cise of by the Jewsf, 

but neVer before St* i^obti'^s niissioii« to figure 

^init to tb6ifi repentancfe ahd remission of srins, 

in Keti of Cir'cumcisftdii. Beisicfes, he had Ifie 

treat hodof tobaptiase hi^! Jlj^mo'eir; which, though 
e tnodestiy deqliried/ (tffowing that he Was only 
a setvani sent to prepare the i^ay of his liord^ 
and that he needed it nsitnself,) he yet performed, 
iifhen the Lord enjoined it; auditwds accompa* 
ttied with a miraculous attestation fif'otu ' heaven — 
.the whole Trinity was manifested, which is the 
tsi^edccf o{ Christian baptismi. 

3. John the Baptist was not baptis^ed bim- 
telf, evidently for these two reasons: First, 

'because he tmJ, when an infant, the tite of 
circumcision perfoi^med on b»m, after the mannefr 
of Moses, wbi(5h was Israel's *^ baptism unto 
Moses in the cloud and the Red sea;" 1 Cor. 
10 chap. 2, V. Secondly, and chiefly, because A?^ 
being baptised would have rendered null and 

' void every cironmcison that had been perform* 
•d down from Abraham's time, the father of 
% until his ovTn^ '^ Moses therefore gave unto 
Ibe Jews circuihci^iofif not because it is of Modes, 



trtft of the fathers ; atad** iHc p^ojA^tn anil • ih« law 
^m^pre otitH Jo'hn/'^ ore the wordfi of J^sus Chritt 
4iim8elf. But whet) there was to'be no more dis* 
tinction betwht the children of Abrahana amt 
other people, and nO'one laiid mof« peeuliarized 
than another, but of every land and nation be that 
feareth God, and worketb righteousness, was to be 
accepted of Him^lhat badge of appropriation^ and 
seal of singularity became unnecessary, and wait 
superseded by the Christian one. 

4. Bui Why was our Saviour both circumcised 
and baptized ? Evidently that ** fle might fujifil all 
rigliteousness^^ as He Himself declared^ thoosrht 
-He was holy and without sin : that 4s, that Be 
might thereby be esteemed the Son of Abraham^ 
and be the better qualified to do good ^mong 
His courrtrynnen the Jewis^ by bearing fhis mark 
of distinction,vW*hidi they '^o much valued as to 
despise those that -Warited it ; and that He might 
'fulfil the whole law; and show that He came to 
bear the punishment due to our sins, and to expiate 
them with His blood. 'But, above all, that He 
might satisfy all true Israelites that He had janc- 
^liMI the blood of circumciision to the mystical 
washing away of their din; for **1 say, {writes 
St. Paul,) that Jesus Christ was a Minister of cir- 
cumcision for the truth of God to confirm the 
promises made unXo th^ fathers^' Rom. 15 ch^p* 
8, v. Thus by circumcision He declared Himself 
llie Head of the Jewish Churc^h. Wherefore Idso 
He was baptisied, thl^t Sle might sanctify the 
water of baptism to the mysticd wasl^ing . away 
of sin in Christians — in all who rightly receive 
^this sacrament ; as it is written, -*' Now when all 
tiie people were baptized^ it came to pass, that 
^ Jesus also, being baptized, and praying, the hea- 
-ven was opened, and the Holy Ghost desceojcledy'', 
wfaO'Sanetifietb ^11 the elect people of God. 



• f,:'. 3^FUt this beMlttful And i«)>art8iU~iii>iinectiad 
■^weeu liie.Jemni) jiildl Ck'iatian. Church, u 
!^t. Stapbeii leads tlie. n^y, antl^t. Paul follotra 
Jbjiin, until Cltriiit " tosk . on . Uiui tlic Bfed nf 
Abrafadm." .Heb- ,3ieliafi. 16, v; " And God ffBVb 

, .AbrftltaB: the coFeoaat of oircuqicisian : and so 
.Abrafaaai be)iot Isaac, «ud ckcumciMd liiin Uis 
iOfif day; end Isasc beffvl Jacob.:" thus St. 
^Step)i(|n /«(;it«tb Israel's liistory, going on " unto 
ilie days of David." Acts, 7 cba)j. "Of ttita 
'man's seed liatii God," says St. Paul, Acts, 13 
;ic)ia|). ''According to Hij promise, raised flnto 
.Israel a Saviour, Jesni; wtwn -Jol« had -first 
.preached fatfure Hia coning tfao baptisis ofrs-^ 
pentaoce to all the people- of . Inraei- . Ajid as Jobs 
^julilUed his course, he said, nhMn: IJtlhli fti tb*t 
1 am i, 1 ani not He. fiut}; beboMy' ithere coweth' 
, One after -me, whoie chosfljof Uisiteet latntMt 
w.ortbjr to. louse. . AleajMit Ikrtltbnn, children bf 
,tlie, stock of Abraham, and wlrasoevsr among you 
.^aretb God, (o you is *1» Tvord of this saKaiiob 
,j^6nt." " For as ntany of you as have bern bap- 

' tized into Christ, liave put ua.Christ. And if ye 
^e Christ'^, t)ien are ye Abraliam'a s«ed, and^beirs 
,4^GCordiag to the promise." Gal. 3 vhap. 



, OF THE BEtATIVB SliATB OF, IIANKIND AS 
■■'■■ BEGABBS BAPTISM. 

Now Ift ui),coq«kler the relative situation, 
in vliiih baptism ^od iipo- baptism- places ntankiod 
one witb aniitber; and then we shall ascertain 
in wliiit light, or, rather, hy what name we «afet 
'Call the naptisLs., .1 liave already mentioned in 
my 1 St Chap. J, 8,. p. tbej^poral .4iiadvwi< 



taffBft. onder^ -.wbieii * tbvyv ^hat are nol baptized^ 
kbour ID every eonntty, v^here the Holy UathoHit 
religion is estseitlished ; For there is tio national 
relij?ion. that do^s not hold with Infant Haptism. 
So that if you will not h^rken to obey the truth 
as it isin Jesus^ and to bring your children f^ 
Him by holy baptism, your church must look 
upon tbeiti as Gentilea, or Heathens ! They ure 
not Jews, for your male children have not beeii 
circumcised to betoket) your expectatioiv of a 
Messiah on their behalf, neither are they Christians 
for neither male nor female have been baptized^ 
to betoken a Messiah already come on thei^ be- 
half. As> there bre^ the world consists only of 
these three classes, ' according to the Bible, viz. 
of Jews, Christiabs^ and Gentiles; it is evident 
that your chikii^eii ilnasilfbe numbered with the 
last, *' Gentiliis itn the ieifa, wlio are called Un« 
circumcision by that wliicb iliV.alled the Circum- 
cision in the flesh made by hands," — or '' mutatis 
tliutandis,"' who are called Unbaptism'by that 
which is called the Baptism, or Circumcision 
ipade without hands,— ^wlio are now without 
Christy being aliens from the cominonweatth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of pro«^ 
raise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world," Eph. 2 chap, 11, 12, v. Col. 2 chap. 11, 
12, V. 

Do not suppose, however, that I would have 
your children now made Jews, because they are 
not made Christians. They had better continue 
Gentiles, or Heathens. Because, after circum- 
cision wias abolished by means of our blessed 
Saviour's crucifixion, burial, and resurrection, 
ttld use of it, as necessary to salvation, became 
wicked and' damnable; Inasmuch as it implied 
that the true Messiah had not made satisfaction 
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for 9m, and was a ptaoticdl rej^tran of Him anri 
His atonement. 

Neither suppose^ while I .am thus urging 
iipon you the necessity, which the Scripture 
imposes on you to brings ^our children to Christ's 
holy baptism, thatjl would baptize the children 
of unbelievers, un'ess perhaps they were dyings 
iPor their parents would seek io effect their 
apoAtacy ; it woul i be a proianalion of the gospeU 
€ovenant. But the baptism of yo^/r children, niy 
ChrijEitian Breth en, in their unalienable rights 
•11 sacrament or oath, by which you ar^ bound 
^' to -bring fhem i^ in the nurture and adotionLtioo 
of the Lord,** " before fhey sh^H know to rrfuae 
(he evil, and ciioose the^fpod," and they are bounds 
assoon.as they shall inow to dOjso, to respeot 
its obligations^ as tbey value 'iiieir own everlasi- 

1*ng welfare. It is that instrument, ordained 
^y Ghrisc Himself, whereby they have been brought 
out of a state of nature into a state of grace, and 
if they duly improve iU and, with the Divine 
'blesfli is:, they grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they 
beco ae God's elect people, and are chosen to eter- 
nal life. 






W© conclude, therefore, that the proper name 
pfthase Sfotarians would be^ accor.dmg to .Scrip- 
ture, twofold: viz. Proselytes of the covenant, 
or Proselytes of the gate, the oiroumoised or 
uncircumcised, the baptized or unbap.tized. This 
<e.vact4y defines what they are. Apd whene^yer 
they are bt^tized, be it ever so sopp or Jjate^ if 
Ihjey are duly and lawfullv baptized^ tBey bepQme 
iiu^mbers of the Holy Catholic Church. 



- CHAPTER 7, 

OP THE MOne OF ADMINISTERING BAPTI5M. 

A$ (or the m<yde of administering-^tht^ qucn^ 
lion liai^dly deserves notice. It is merely the 
cteiu^etrdiorm, and signifies little^ whether it be 
performed by immersron or affusron: the Holy 
Sfyrrit ak)ne, which is then invoked, can give it 
effieaey. Faith is confirmed^ and grace increased 
by virtue of prayer unto God. Your church, 
-eofvseqa^ntly, most property directs that the 
Priest shall either dip the subject in water^ 6t 
^onr water urpon it. Bat "1 will have mercy, 
and not sacrifice^ '^ 0aiih the benevolent Son ef 
'Ood. He takes the wilt for the deed, when the 
subject is weakly or sick, and not able to bear 
immersion with! safety. At all events the Clergy 
are not to be blaiiiled here: for it is not left to 
them to deeide which w^ shall be adopted on 
the occasion^ but to the wishes of the parents. 
I, for my part, am ready to administer either way, 
aceording to mine office : and so, I am well per- 
suaded, are all my fellow-labourers in the Lard'^f 
Vineyard. 

But I am bold to maintain that the Baptises 
are again in error, as to their mode of baptizing^. 
Indeed neither we, nor they, strictly conform in 
my opinion to the Apostolical mode: hni we are 
not careful .about /br/w*, and We know hotv^to 
baptize, according to the letter, if we thought it 
'absolutely necessary. But the Baptidti^ err> not 
knowidg the (Greek) Scriptures. The strict mode 
is for the subject to go down, or be taken down 
into the water between knee and ankle deep, and 
'tor the minister to stand on th^ bank, and. take anfl 
pour water on the head, so that it should fall 
down and sprinkle the whole body. The priBpo^- 
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sition '* oat of,** a»ly means " from," the water : 
** And Jesus when He was baptijzexl v^ent |ip 
sfraij^htway out of. (or from,) the water ;" " Ami 
when tbey^ (Philip and ffa« Eunuch^) cam» up 
out of, (or from,) the water." For the term 
** apogee^ does not mean out of, but yrom tb^ 
«arth; and the word eccentric does not mean 
ofit of, but from the centre. Now " apo>*' and 
^'ec," are the tu^o Greek prepositions before 
the substantive ''water.*' Neither, when it is 
said that Philip and the Eunuch went down mta 
the water, does it mean that they plunged thenir 
selves into it, but only that they both went down 
from the chariot /o the water : for otherwisf 
Zenophon makes the young^ Cyrus alight from 
his chariot into the plain, or solid earth : for 
bath Zenophon and St. Luke use tlie same pre- 
position, *'eis." . 

I regret, therefore, this mis -translation of the 
original term ; for immaterial as it at first apU 
pears« it has misled the Baptists. And where 
one error prevails, maiiy more are generally to 
be founds if that one error is to be supported^ 
which is the case with the Sect in questiob. 
JPor if they d'ip their candic|ates at all, they must 
(lip them three several times, to render their 
baptism literally correct ; for (says Ayliffe,) *' the 
person to be baptizied may be dipped in water, 
and such an immersion or dipping ought to be 
made thrice, according to the canon.'* j4U their 
baptisms therefore are invalid^ where this canon 
has not been adhered to. In that passage of Script- 
ture where it is said that our Savicmr dipped the 
sop which He gave to Judas, John, 13 chap. 2, 6^ 
y. the verb *' bapto" is used, not " baptize.'' And 
why ? because '' bapto" means to dip once, 
whereas '' baptize*' means to wash several times. 
B^nce> when Naaman dipped^himsdf seven times^ 
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in* Jordan, 2 Kings, 5 chap, 4, t. the verb *' bap- 
tizo," and not * baptb'^ is used in the Septda0nt. 
To dip and to baptize differ from each othei^» 
as niQ^h as the singular number differs from the 
plural number in Grammar. So that this good 
Sect most Jbere a^ain be nullified by their wroncr 
iiame ; as 1 have before showed, supposing they 
•o called themselves from John the Baptist* Oa 
every account they bear a wrong name. 
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CHAPTER 8. 

OF THE QUALIFICATION OP PROSELVTES OF THE 

COVENANT. 

Now~the Rtrbric, before the Ministration of 
Baptism to such as are of riper years, and able 
to answer for themselves, runs thus : When any 
such persons as are of riper years are to be bap* 
tized, timely notice shall be given to the Bishop, 
or whom he shall appoint for that purpose, a 
tce^it before at the least, by the parents, or some 
other discreet persons ; that so due care may be 
taken for their examination, whether they be 
sufficiently instructed in the principles of the 
Christian religion ; and that they may be exhorted 
to prepare themselves with prayers and fastings 
for the receiving of this holy Sacrament. And 
the Rubric, at the end of this office, admonishes the 
parties thus: It is expedient that every person 
thus baptized should be confirmed by the Bishop, 
90 soon after his baptism as conveniently may 
be ; that so he may be admitted to the holy 
Oommunion. So that, since there is no time 
io be lost between the Baptism and Confirmation 
of an Adult, it is obvious that the qualification 

which is required in Adults in order to tueir 

^\: ;, ; F 
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Baptism 19 t1i« same as^is reqttireGl in »», ^'bA 
have been baptised io kifaney, in ordier to ouf 
Confirniatioti. And \fhat is A\9 cpvAidekiionl 
You will fin>d it diflti»ctly laid di^n im the Rubrk% 
ftt tlie eiui of the Churek Caldcbi«m, Srd pat. ykb. 
jSo £0071 oKf thitdrtn are come to a c&mpsitni 
TOfjfei ami can sch^ in tkeir mo^er tongue the 
Cfeed, the Lerd*^ Prtt^er, and i/te /e/» C«im« 
mandments ; cmd also can answer to the other 
Questions of this short Catechism; they shall 
he brought to the Rishop. And every one shall 
have a God-father, or Qod-mother, as a witness 
of their Confirmation, 

^ The qaeiy, therefore, of a MwaHtMtary m flie 
Christian intelligeuoer N«. 10, October, 1834 — 
,vol. 4. What is required of Adult persons, 
Hindoos aird Musisdnran'S, m orier to their being 
^admitted to the rf*e of drristia-o Baptism, is de- 
finitively and decisively answered by our Church. 
I9he, however, is not so rigorous, as a Missionary 
appears to have been, in exacting from the can- 
didates from three to twelve months' probation, 
but only a week, or so, which she considers time 
enough for her Ministers to satisfy themselves 
as to the qualification of the Applicants— the 
God-parent^ or witness, being hefd responsibfe 
for their futonr walk of faith, according to their 
profession. But as his oprm'on coincides with 
my own isro nearly in all other respects, I shall 
here transcribe what he has said upon the subject. 
The church of God on earth is evidently in a 
state of adoption. The first form of this church 
state was the Jewish nation, as a body separated 
from the rest of the world. They were a people 
in covenant with God — **Israefites to whom per- 
'tained the adoption,^ &c. Rom* ix. 4, 5. That is, 
they were taken out of the mass of the fallen fami- 
iS>^^? fry coven^Ht^ broagfat under obligations to 
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cerfain laws whicli Crod -eeoiinanded ifeo be obserFW 
ad, and to tbe {xerforaiattee ^ wlrieh, tbe cburoh a* 
a bocl3% and «very member in partienkr^ 8tood> 
pled<^ed — '^all tlie words, w^liicb Xbe Lord hiftb 
&aid, will we do." Ex. xxiv, 3. 

The idoor of entrance ioto the Jewinh cbureb 
state was cirouiucision. Gen. xvii. 1 — 14. But 
wbat quafUcatioDS were necessai^ ? f conceive it 
was a profession of faith and obedienee^ and that 
t^iis was prospeetive. All who were circumcised 
became '^^ debtors to do 'the whole law." ((Gal. t- 8.) 
Prosdjrttee were brougjit under tl>e same orbliga- 
tion. (Ex. xii. 4S, 49.) This covenant relation w<itk 
God entailed on all, who thus entered into covenant^ 
certain external privileges whicfh were tyf^ical of 
spiritual blessings. 1 Oor. ^x. 1 — 4. T4iis was the 
Okl Testament chureli — a people "cbosen and sepa- 
rated from the rest of the world »to the worship 
and service of the only living and true God. They 
were dedicated, sanctiiSed, and set apart from the 
mass of the fallen creatures to be "Jholy unto 
Jehovah." 

The Christian Churcfh is the Jewish church 
continued, oiiiy extended and changing its external 
form. What circumcision was under the Jewish 
economy, such is baptism under the iJhristian. It 
is the door of entrance into the visible church of 
God. Cd. ii. 11,12; Gen. xvii, 7; Acts, ii. S9 ' 
See also Acts, iii. 25; Q^Yw. 14, 26—29, &c. 
The designs of the ordinance were evidentlythe 
same, and significant of (he same, truths. Com- 
pare Deut. XXX. 6 and iWark i. 8 ; iiom. ii 28, 
29 and 1 Cor. xii. 13; Phil. iii. S and 1 Pet. iii. 
21 ; Col. ii. 1 and Col. ii. 12. From these. passage* 
the significance and analogy of the ordinances aro 
oj)viou«, Both set forth the impurity ofhumaa 
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nature in its fallen state— *the necessity of a divino^ 
chancre or regeneration — and the influence neces-^ 
sary to produce that change ; both being a token, 
•ign^ or seal of the righteounness of faith. 

The commission, given to the Apostles and 
first Missionaries of Christianity, throws n>uc*.h 
lighten this view of the subject. Matt, xxviii. 19, 
20, — *' Go ye therefore and disciple (Greek) all 
nations, baptizing them^ &c. By which I under- 
stand that they were to go forth preaching the 
GospeU and to make disciples by administering 
the ordinance of baptism to such as professed re* 
pentance toward God and faith in Christ : in other 
"words, to receive men into the church state on the 
profession of faiths and then to teach them ''the 
-way of God more perfectly," or to instruct them in 
all things Christ commanded them. We have as 
much authority to refuse to leach as to refuse to 
baptize. 

The practice of the apostles was uniformly 
#uch. " They that gladly received the word were 
baptized," Acts ii. 41, &c. See also Acts viii. 12, 
13, 36 — 38. We have often been told that saving 
faith must precede water baptism, but on what 
scriptural authority does such an assertion rest ? 
In the multitudes that were baptized by the apos- 
tles, we no where read of any delay^ and of no fur- 
ther catechizing than '' Dost thou believe on the 
Son of God," or what is equivalent to it. If we 
inquire into their attainments, we shall find them 
to be but small — they were at best full of preju- 
dice — slow of apprehension — and very dark in 
their views of divine truth. I believe both the Hin- 
doos and Moosulmans now generally know as 
much of God and of religion generally, exclusive of 
the peculiar truths of Christianity, as the Jew and 
the Heathen of that day, If, therefore^ a Hindoo 



©omes to ra« professing: repentance, by wliicb I 
mean a change of mind with reference to ail that is 
contrary to Chrintianity, rmouucin^ idolatry^ &c» 
and desiring to be further instructed in the way oC 
uhich he has beard and know.^ something; — if 
with this profession, and expressing an entire ap- 
probation of what he already knows, a Hindoo 
comes to me and desires baptism^ am I scripturally 
authorized to refuse him ? Or, supposing the cnse 
of a Moosulman renouncing Muhummedanism^ and 
professing to believe that Christ is the Son of God, 
am I not bound to baptize him on his profession 
of renouncing the one and embracing the other? 
If should be understood that^ in most cases of this 
kind, further teaching, without the administration 
of the rite in question, by which they are at once 
cut oflf from their o^n people, is impossiLle. 

Our Baptismal service leiys a stress upon 
knowledge : so does the Bible— Preach the gos- 
pel, then baptize. *' If ye know these things, 
happy are ye, if ye do them." The knowledge 
of the Prayer Book is evidently the knowledge of 
the gospel — that Christ, the Son of God, came 
into the world to save sinners : but not a know-- 
ledge that extends to all the precepts and all 
the mysteries of Christianity. 'J his is the edifi^ 
cation, whereof baptism is the fotmdation, and 
ivhich must come up through the tjsaching which 
our Lord mentioned, and apparently prescribed 
after baptism, teaching them, i.e. the bap'ized, 
to observe all things whatsoever 1 have com- 
manded you.'* 

Here therefore I must again pronounce that 
the Baptists are wrong : for they insist upon a 
great deal more in their Candidates, and expect 
to lind grace without giving the means of grace; 
for certainly baptism is a means — nay, the first 
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means of f^raoe i«ii Proselytes. We oDrsehres 
are al&o inclined too niuoh tliut ^vay, onrriog perw 
haps, to a bad and i&he precedent, lately set 
us in the East, by a Missionary of the AotnMi 
Church, who went to the opposite extreme, and 
lived to «ee and proclaim the 'evil of his 4iwn 
rashness. 



CHAPTER 9. 

©f THE PRESUMPTION OF THE BAjPTISTS. 

Having entered into this interesting subject, 
farther than 1 at first intended, I am Jed to add 
a few words on ithe presumption of this Sect, 
which appears in their neglecting, the due order 
of the Priesthood, and despising the established 
form of church government.' 

1. Their presumption in taking upon therU' 
selves the office of Priest , cts they do. In- 
deed we cannot but oondemn the practice of these 
Sectarians, and pronounce their baptism hetorodox 
j^ince their Ministers are not duly ordained. For 
wiho are they, who are commissioned '' as the 
JViinisters of Christ, and Stewards of the mys- 
teries of God,'' but those, wlio, '* being taken 
from among men, are ordained for men, in things 
pertaining to God : — an houour, that no man 
taketh to himself, but he that is called of God T* 
And who can ordain but the Bishops, who are 
the undoubted successors of the apostles, and 
" have a fi;ood report of them which are without/' 
Tim.l Ep, 3 chap. 7, v. — that is, without the 
church, or the unbelieving Jews and Gentiles ; 
however much they may have an evil report of 
them which are within, that is, within the church 
of professing Christians ? Those, therefore, wh» 
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it^ve received episcopal ordinat'uoa, and those 
ouily, cain rightly and duly admiaister the holy 
saeranfteots. Hence youv chnrch deetas baptism 
ami the Lord's Siipp^r, wli£a administere>(i hj 
oiher hands as iacorrect ahd not pleasant to 
God;. £or as much as tb«y have not beea adm^ 
nistered by those, whom He hath set apart or 
appointed to this sacred office. Among the 
Baptists, tlien, how is tb« dignity af llie priest' 
hood made light of! that holy and veoerable 
prie&thood) to which God has specially committed 
*^ the word of recaocilation, the glory of Christy 
the work of the ministry." But, saith Jesus to 
the disciples whom He sent forth, *' he that 
lira^reth you liearetfa Me ; and he thai des^iseth 
you despiseth Me ; and be, that dispiseth me, des- 
iwseih Him that dent me.'^ 

2. The presumption of the Baptists in dills- 
regarding the governments,, which God hath set 
in the Chmrh, 1 Cor. 12 chap, 28, v. It was 
prophesied of the church, Isaiah, 49 chap. 22, 
23, V. •* TliHS saith the Lord God, behold I will 
lift up my hands to the Gentiles, and set up my 
standard to the people : and they shall bring 
thf/ sons in their arms and thy daughters upon 
their shoulders. And kings shall be thy nursing 
fathers, and their Queens thy nursing mothers: 
they shall bow down to thee with their iace to- 
wards the earth, aod lick up the dust of thy feet: 
and tbou shalt know that I am the Lord; for they 
shall not be ashamed that wait for me,'' The 
Baptists, therefore, shall learn ere long that they 
cannot with impunity put asunder what God 
bath joined together— that they must not separate 
" Feat God"* from '' Honour the King," as they 
now do. They '* despise government. Presump- 
tuous are they, self-willed; tbey are not afraid 
Xo speak eyfl of dignities/' both iu church and 
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state. Bat we eommit our Ark, fearlessly tftito 
the Lord, with all our /t7^/e o»«.9 aboard. Whit 
said our good and gracious King on bis )aA 
birth-day? **I haye been, by the circumstance 
of my life, and by conviction, led to support to- 
leration to the utmost extent of which it is capable ; 
but toleration must not be suffered to ^o into 
licentiousness; it has its bounds^ which itismjy 
duty, and which I am resolved to maintain, f 
am, from the deepest conviction, attached to tfao 
pure Protestant faith which this church, of whith 
1 am the temporal head, is the human means of 
diffusing and'preserving, 

I have spoken more strongly than usual, 
because of unhappy circumstances that have 
forced themselves upon the observation of aU. 
The threats of those whpi. are enemies of the 
church make it the more? necessary for those who 
feel their duty to that church to speak out. The 
words which you hear from me are indeed spoken 
by my mouth, but they flow from my heart." 




CHAPTER la. 

THE CONCLUSION. 

The benefits of this practice are more than 
can, the objection against it weaker than need, 
be insisted on. Let it suffice to say, that cir- 
cumcision was as much a covenant heretofore, as 
baptism is now : that what God then expressly 
ordained for them. He cannot be supposed to 
disapprove with us; lor, is he the God of the 
infants of the Jews* and is He not so of the Chris- 
tians ? Can this be thought so much better aiid 
more gracious a covenant, supposing it to exclude 
so many millions of souls, which the former 
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readily received, nay, preraptorily demanded? 
^4lnd is it not.enough, that these are not positively 
refused, to satisfy us^ though the ordinance be 
<;hanged^ yet the subjects and privileges of it 
continue still the same ? Why, then, do any of 
us undertake to make the gate yet straiter, to 
shut up the mercies, and lessen the fajmily of 
God? Why represent the blessed Jesus less 
kind than Moses? No, let us rather lose not 
a moment of time, in impressing upon our offspring 
the marks of the new covenant ; let us make the 
best reparation we can, for the stain and guilt 
we convey to them, by seeing it immediately 
washed off, in that fountain opened by Jesus 
Christ, for sin and uncleanness; even the laver 
t>f regeneration, the sacrament of baptism. Let 
us deliver them up to His care, who is gracious 
to all ages, and cannot but embrace and adopt 
the tender innocence of those, who are propound- 
ed as a pattern for all that enter into His King- 
dom. Are those, to whom all that enter in must 
be like, not capable of entering in themselves ? 
this happy prevention will be their security, against 
the power of the enemy, and the temptations 
of a crooked and perverse generation. And He, 
who shed His first blood at S days old, will 
know and save them, who begin to be His at 
the same age. But withal, let it be our constant 
business, to second and confirm these good be- 
ginnings, by timely instruction, and a virtuous 
education. For dreadful will their condemnation 
be, whose own bowels shall rise up against tnem 
in the day of judgment, and upbraid that cruel 
fondness, that laid the foundation of their vices 
and their torments. But blessed are those pious 
souls, who increase the kingdom of God with 
every addition to their own family, and donUe 
every joy of heaven to themselves^ by those of 
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the cl^ildren, which they have led or sent befbri 
them thither; by a race of good men here, and tof 
glorified saints hereafter. Which^ that we rnHjr 
ail be^ God of his infinite mercy grant, for the 
sake of His dear Son, Christ Jesus, our blessed 
Saviour and only Redeemer, to whom be glory 
for ever. Amen, 

" Finally, my Brethren, rejoice in the Lord. 
To write the same things to you, to me indeed is 
not grievous, but for you it is safe. Beware of 
dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the con^ 
cision. For we are the circumcision, which wor- 
ihip God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus.'* 
PhiL 3 Chap. 1, 2, 3 v. — Beware of those that are 
without ; beware of workmen, that need to be 
ashamed, not rightly dividing the word of truth, 
or duly administering the holy sacraments ; beware 
of those who cut their bodies, rent the church, 
and excommunicate themselves. For we are the 
circumcision^ &c. Or now, in the Christian 
dispensation. Beware of the excision, or schism, 
of those who wash their bodies, rent the Church, 
and excommunicate themselves. For we are the 
Baptism, &c. Beware of the enemies of your 
apostolical Church ; and '* be not carried about 
with divers and strange doctrines." Heb. 13 chap. 
9 V. Verily, my dear Brethren, I feel it my im- 
perative duty, when you are so unfairly impugned 
to sound the tocsin of alarm, and put you on your 
guard. And I hope I have sounded it distinctly. 
" For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who 
shall prepare himself to the battle ?" '^ He, that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear.? 

Fare ye well, Brethren ; I have written you 

this Address, that according to scripture, Deut. 29 

cbap.9, 10, 11, 12, 13 V. "ye may prosper in 

i all ye do^ with all the men of Israel, your little 
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ones, your wives, and thy stranger that is in thy 
camp ; that thou shouldst enter into covenant with 
the Lord thy God, that He may establish thee a 
people unto Himself, and that He may be unto 
thee a God, as He hath said unto thee, and as He 
bath sworn unto thy fathers^ to Abraham^ to Isaac^ 
and to Jacob.'* 

I remain^ 

My dear Parishioners, 

Your Servant 

For Christ's sake, 

H. PARISH. 
1st January, 1836, 
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